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with a passionate love of independence. There is
something of the old spirit of the Covenanter about
some of them, though the religion which inspires
them is strangely different. The aggression of the
foreign invader into their mountain fastnesses pro-
vokes this fanatical element in them until it becomes
a flaming passion.
It may, on this account, be forcibly argued that
these passions might not be roused to such a fervent
heat if they had only their fellow-Muslims to deal
with, who could respect both their faith and their
freedom. There might then be no need at all either
for punitive expeditions or air-bombing attacks. If
so, the sacrifice of so many young British officers'
lives might be avoided, for their help would be no
longer needed.
Furthermore, it is hoped that when complete
self-government is handed over to the North-West
Frontier Province, under responsible Ministers, this
kinship of Islam may produce results which will be
altogether on the side of peace. For the Minister
in charge of Frontier defence within the province
will himself be a Musalman.
This hope is not entirely conjectural or specula-
tive. For we find that the King of Afghanistan on
his side of the Frontier has recently had more
success in pacifying the tribes than the British.
May this not be due, in a very considerable measure,
to the fact that he is a Muslim, both by birth and
tradition ?
But this question clearly leads on much further